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cause of the extensive publicity in foreign countries and
the successful appeals for charity, these people were led
to believe that the time had corne when they would be
partitioned off entirely from their oppressive ruler, the
Ottoman Government. (A clear distinction should be
drawn between the oppressive, corrupt officials at Con-
stantinople and the downtrodden, isolated Anatolian
peasants, whether Turk or non-Turk, who are no better
or no worse than most rural dwellers.) On the other
hand, their well-wishers believed or were led to believe,
presumably the latter, that the Armenians were suffi-
ciently united and strong to maintain a separate exist-
ence somewhere in Asia Minor. Exaggerated population
claims, a common failing in the Levant as well as else-
where, helped to seal the doom of the race. The carefully
worked-out estimates of the American Commission to
Negotiate Peace gave the Moslems, largely Kurds and
Turks, in the year 1914 at least sixty-eight per cent of
the total population in either the larger or the smaller
so-called "Turkish Armenia," with the Armenians less
than twenty-four per cent in either territory. Compara-
tive postwar percentages, on the theoretical basis that
in 1920 "order will be restored so that old'survivors can
return," were estimated as at least seventy-five per cent
Moslems and sixteen per cent or less Armenians. No
official census has ever been taken in Turkey, but there is
no proof for believing that these results are seriously
inaccurate. Thus, publicists have been placed in the
contradictory position of trying to prove the existence of
mammoth numbers of killed, and also survivors. It can
be said in all fairness, that this one form of propaganda,
however well-intentioned, has had its quick boomerang.
But there is the more vicious type of propaganda also
practiced by all races and peoples. Friendly to both
Turks and Armenians, President Cyrus Hainlin of
Eobert College, in his book, "Among the Turks/' written